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Question
The objective of excavations and analysis this summer was to 
apply the lithic typology developed by lithic specialist Bill McFarlane 
to artifacts from rural settlements and lithic scatters in the Naco and 
Calcaulapa Valleys in Northwestern Honduras. The intention of 
analyzing lithic tools was to compare obsidian and perlite usage and 
production from various contexts within a region.  Lithic artifacts lend 
information about sociopolitical connections between rural centers and 
their outlying settlements. 
Methods
Research this summer was completed by excavating at 
rural settlements PVC177, PVC178, and PVN615 and site 
PVN598 which is in close proximity with late classic rural 
center Las Canoas. In contrast with these rural settlements, 
several structure-less areas scattered with small, expedient 
stone tools, known as lithic scatters which were also 
excavated. These presumable production areas excavated by 
systematically planting 1x1m squares across the scatters and 
then screening the removed dirt in order to catch lithic 
detritus.  
During analysis, presence of cortex, use wear, 
retouching of the blade, and percussion platform were 
recorded in addition to whether the core or flake was 
unidirectionally or multidirectionally struck and type of 
material. Length, width, height and mass were also recorded 
for every artifact. 
The excavation of structures was completed using the 
Op/Subop/lot system. Excavations occurred is specific, 
designated units in arbitrary depths of 10cm. until cultural 
levels could be identified. Cultural material was removed 
and separated according to lot and then processed. After 
processing, the lithic artifacts could then be counted and 
analyzed.  Excavations at site 598 were conducted by 
Leighanne Ellison, while excavations at all other sites were 
run by David Rogoff and myself. 
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Over the course of the 2205 summer 
field season, 476 lithic artifacts were 
examined from 167 lots. 67 Subops, and 
13 sites.  For the two lithic scatters, 
approximately 96% of the excavated 
artifacts were small perlite flakes and 
nodules. The majority of artifacts 
recovered were unidirectional expedient 
perlite flakes with a significant portion 
of the sample also consisting both of un-
worked and worked perlite nodules with 
a few perlite and obsidian blades and 
points.   The majority of these artifacts 
displayed no evidence of use-wear or 
retouching by the naked eye. 
In contrast to the test-pits of the 
lithic scatters, samples from sites 598, 
178, and 177 had a significant number of 
obsidian blades in addition to a large 
portion of perlite artifacts.  At site 598, 
82% of all lithic artifacts were perlite 
and 45% were obsidian of some type. A 
majority of the obsidian sample 
consisted of imported pre-knapped 
blades (technically known as subsequent 
series blades) which would have been 
significantly more valuable from the 
easily and cheaply made expedient 
perlite flakes. At sites 177 and 178 
approximately half of the lithic artifacts 
were manufactured from obsidian while 
the other half was perlite. At these two 
sites there was almost an even mix of 
subsequent series obsidian blades and 
perlite flakes. 
At site 608, located near site 598, 
with the exception of 2 expedient flakes 
of obsidian, all lithics were perlite. The 
stark contrast between materials used in 
the production of lithic tools between 
sites 598 and 608 was unexpected due to 
their close proximity. 
Results and Discussion
Fig 6. unworked perlite nodules
Fig 2. subsequent series obsidian blades
•It would be useful to explore more lithic 
scatters in the region, preferably in areas that 
have not been plowed, to gather more 
information about the purpose and role in the 
manufacture of cheap, expedient tools.  
•A study of microwear of flakes and blades 
from lithic scatters would be valuable for the 
future.  Looking back at the data, it is probable 
that some of the samples that were analyzed as 
not showing evidence of use wear may have 
actually had very minute use-wear, which 
would not have been detectable by the naked 
eye. This would provide more information 
about the significance of the lithic scatters and 
the expedient perlite flake industry.
•A larger sample set is of lithic artifacts is 
needed from rural settlements to get a better 
picture of economic and political relationships 
between rural centers and the hinterland.
Questions For Future Field Seasons
Fig 5. plan point drawing of Str.1, 608
Fig 1. expedient perlite flakes
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